
Hello friends, 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you as your LVMA President this 

year. I am honored to be a part of such a great association with even 

better people and most importantly, for the best profession that anyone 

could dream of.  

I am a small animal practice owner in Covington, LA. Prior to building 

my hospital in 2015, I was a small animal associate for 13 years after 

graduating from LSU SVM in 2004. My husband, Sean, and I have 

been married for 16 years and we have 3 little boys, ages 12, 9, and 7. We live on a farm in Amite and raise Simmental cattle and the 

newest addition for my newest 4-H-er, Nigerian Dwarf goats. Our lives are busy, but isn’t this paradise? We make our lives busy, but we 

will always carve out time for our passions. For me, my priorities are God, family, and the all-encompassing aspects of veterinary 

medicine.  

Thank you to the attendees of the LVMA Winter Meeting in New Orleans, LA. We had an amazing attendance, plenty of exhibitors, and 

exceptional speakers making this year’s meeting successful. 

Thank you for your membership renewal. I hope you understand exactly what your dues pay for and most importantly, your membership 

will keep you up to date on the newest changes affecting our profession, our career, and our way of life.  

I want to keep you informed about the Power of 10. Kick off starts February 16-18 and our new facilitators are Drs. Manda Perkins, 

Margaret Hartdegen, and Kathleen Elstrott. These fine young doctors are from the previous class of Power of 10. Encourage our young 

professionals about the importance of leadership.  

I look forward to, hopefully at some point, meeting each and every one of you.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Christie D. McHughes, DVM 

LVMA President 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Kara Eilts, DVM 
Slidell, LA 

 
Joanne Smith, DVM 

Menlo Park, LA 
 

Alberto Gines, DVM 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 

Cullen Domaracki,  DVM 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 

 
Heidi Banse, DVM 

LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 
 

Rose Baker, DVM 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 

Ryan Smith, DVM 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 

 
Jeffrey G. Baravik, DVM 

New Orleans, LA 
 

Kevin Shrewsberry, DVM 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 
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Louisiana Veterinary Medical Association 

8550 United Plaza Blvd., Suite 1001 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

Phone:  (225) 928-5862 

FAX:  (225) 408-4422 

office@lvma.org 

www.lvma.org 
 

President 

Dr. Christie McHughes Member-at-large 

 

President-Elect 

Dr. John Mauterer, District 6 

 

Vice President 

Dr. Amanda Perkins, District 8 
 

Treasurer 
Dr. Dale Peyroux 

 

Immediate Past President 

Dr. Marion Sewell, Member-at-large 

 

Board Members 
Dr. Glen Ritter, District 1 

Dr. Julie Roane, District 2 

Dr. Jesse Brandon, District 3 
Dr. Jason Poynter, District 4 

Dr. Marc Bordelon, District 5 

Dr. Paul Ritch, District 7 
Dr. Kirk Ryan, District 9 

Philip Stelly, Ex-Officio 

 

Committee Chairs 

Companion Animal: Dr. John Mauterer 

Emergency Management: Dr. Renee Poirrier 

Food Animal: Drs. Kirk Ryan  

Legislative Committee: Dr. Patrick Thistlethwaite 

Political Action: Dr. Alfred Stevens 
 

WJE Foundation Trustees 

Dr. Patrick Thistlethwaite, President 
Dr. Anne Guedry 

Dr. Amy Christ 

Dr. Jacqueline Simon 
Dr. Kathleen Mullins 

 

AVMA Delegate 

Dr. C. Wayne Roberson 

 

AVMA Alternate Delegate 

Dr. Robert C. Gros 

 

Executive Director 
H. Bland O’Connor, Jr. 

 

Association Coordinators 
Stephanie Karaty 

Lauren Landry 

 

Submit articles and advertisements to the 

LVMA office as follows: 

January/February Newsletter December 15th 
March/April Newsletter February 15th 

May/June Newsletter           April 15th 

July/August Newsletter June 15th 
September/October Newsletter August 15th 

November/December Newsletter October 15th 

WALTER J. ERNST, JR.  

VETERINARY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

 

Thanks to the following people, clinics, and all past contributors, the Dr. Walter J. 
Ernst, Jr. Veterinary Memorial Foundation continues to grow. Your continued support 
will help the Foundation to reach new heights. Please consider a contribution today and 

encourage your clients to participate in our memorial program. 
 

Donations in memory of  persons: 
 

In loving memory of  Dr. Kathryn Wilkinson 
Live Oak Animal Hospital 

 

Donations in memory of  pets: 
 

In memory of  “Boo Boo”, “Keke”, “Guisseppe”,  
“Rosie” and “Petey” 
Sulphur Animal Clinic 

 

In memory of  “Flash” 
Helouin Veterinary Hospital 

 
 

All donations received will be recognized. Family members will receive a card notifying 
them of the donation and the individual or clinic that made the donation. 
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Congratulations to our 2018 Power of 10 Class! 

Dr. Mary Brewington 
Metairie Small Animal Hospital 

 

Dr. Lindsey Fruge 
Crowley Veterinary Hospital 

 

Dr. Kerry Hawthorne 
Banfield Pet Hospital 

 

Dr. John Leonards 
Northside Veterinary Hospital 

 

Dr. Katherine Maher 
Old South Veterinary Services, LLC 

 

Dr. Leslie Pence 
Avian & Exotic Animal Hospital of 

Louisiana 

Dr. Danielle Powers 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 

 

Dr. Claire Scully 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine 

 

Dr. Amanda Swaim 
The Companion Animal Hospital 

 

Dr. Mary Beth Tamor 
Animal Care Center 

 

Dr. Kelli Urbina 
Crosspoint Veterinary Hospital 
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The 2018 Winter Meeting in New Orleans was a success! The meeting 

featured 26 hours of continuing education for veterinarians. Sessions  

included Companion Animal, Practice Management, Large Animal and 

Veterinary Technician, and all covered a broad range of topics from 

“Innovative Companion Animal Pain Management” by Dr. Dena Lodato 

to “Updates in Respiratory Surgery” by Dr. Julia Coutin to “Cataracts and 

Beyond” by Dr. Gabe Van Brunt. The exhibit hall featured 52 booths and 

provided entertainment and networking for attendees during breaks. 

Among the exhibitors were our meeting sponsors. Thanks to all of those 

who helped to make this year’s meeting a success.  

 

 

During the Business Meeting and Luncheon AVMA District 

VIII Director, Dr. Lori Teller, introduced the LVAM Board of 

Directors. Dr. Christie McHughes assumed the role of President, 

replacing Dr. Marion Sewell. The newly elected LVMA Board 

of Directors is as follows: Dr. Christie McHughes, President; 

Dr. John Mauterer, President-Elect; Dr. Amanda Perkins, Vice  

President; Dr. Marion Sewell, Immediate Past President; Dr. 

Dale Peyroux, Treasurer; Dr. Glen Ritter, District 1; Dr. Julie 

Roane, District 2; Dr. Jesse Brandon, District 3; Dr. Jason 

Poynter, District 4; Dr. Marc Bordelon, District 5; Dr. Paul 

Ritch, District 7; Dr. Kirk Ryan District 9. Also elected was a 

new Board of Trustees for the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary 

Memorial Foundation. Inducted were: Dr. Patrick Thistlethwaite, President; Dr. Anne Guedry; Dr. Amy 

Christ; Dr. Kathleen Mullins and Dr. Jacqueline Simon. 

 

Congratulations to our 2017 LVMA Award recipients!  
 

 

 

 

Drs. Marullo, Sewell and McHughes. 

Thank you for all that you have done 

and continue to do for the LVMA! 

Drs. Peyroux, Brandon, Perkins, Sewell,  

Mauterer, and McHughes. LVMA officers  

Being sworn into office. 

Pet of the Year 

Buddy 
 

(Not pictured) Sales Person of the 

Year 

Cassie Jo Smith 

Support Person of the Year 

Gwen Coy 

Everett D. Besch  

Distinguished Service 

Award 

Dr. Sue Bradley 

Ralph C. Cooper Veterinarian of the Year 

Dr. Frederick McMullan 

 
(Not Pictured) 

Continued on page 9 
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We also recognized our 2017 Power of 10 Class! Each participant attended a total of six days and completed 

nine courses through our Power of 10 Leadership and Development Program. Just a few of the courses that made 

a big impact were the INSIGHTS by Elanco course with Dr. Heidi Hulon, FRANK Training by Zoetis with Dr. 

Dian Platts, Practice Risk Management with Dr. Nina  Mouledous, PLIT, State Advocacy and Legislative Issues 

with Commissioner Strain and Federal Issues with Dr. Elise Ackley. Each participant gained insight of a deeper 

understanding of how to excel in the Louisiana veterinary profession.  

 

Three of our 2017 participants have taken the lead facilitator role for our incoming 2018 Power of 10 group. 

Thank you to Drs. Amanda Perkins, Kathleen Elstrott and Margaret Hartdegen for taking this opportunity to help 

other recent graduates excel in their career.  

Thanks for an awesome year! 

Congratulations! 
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2018 Membership Renewals 

2018 Membership Renewals were mailed in November and again in  

January. Please be on the lookout for your renewal forms. Throughout the 

year we send valuable information and updates to our members including 

CE opportunities, legislative changes and alerts, and other information that 

may be significant to your practice or career. Please make sure that all of 

your contact information is up-to-date on your renewal form. You may also 

renew online at www.lvma.org.  If you need assistance or have questions, 

please contact us at office@lvma.org or call 225-928-5862 

Upcoming Events 

Date Event Host Location For More  

Information 

March 4-8, 2018 Western Veterinary 

 Conference 

WVC Las Vegas, NV WVC.org 

April 13-15, 2018 American Academy of 

Veterinary  

Acupuncture Annual 

Meeting 

AAVA Inn & Spa at Loretto 

Santa Fe, NM 

AAVA.org 

April 28-29, 2018 Veterinary Conference San Diego County 

VMA 
Handlery Hotel in 
San Diego, CA 

SCDVMA.org 

September 20-23, 

2018  

SWVS SWVS San Antonio, TX SWVS.org 

Thank you for being a member of the 

LVMA!  

http://www.lvma.org
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Thank you to our Sponsors!  
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Classifieds  

The LVMA offers annual sponsorships of their website. The fee is $500.00 and your company logo will run on a rotating banner advertisement on 

the website for an entire year. This is a great way to get your name out there! Contact the LVMA office for more information.  

(225) 928-5862, (800) 524-2996, office@lvma.org 

Looking for More Ways to Promote Your Company? 

Small animal practice located in the heart of central Louisiana seeking 

associate veterinarian.  Fitzgerald Animal Hospital has provided  

comprehensive animal care to the citizens of Alexandria, Louisiana for 

forty years.  This full-time/part-time position is available to experienced 

veterinarians and new graduates alike. Position includes excellent  

benefits, no emergency, paid CE and competitive salary at an AAHA 

accredited practice. Interested candidates please contact Dr. Bruce  

Guillory at 318-445-6428 or bmguillory@aol.com.  Fax resumes to 318-

442-8309. 

Our three-DVM small animal veterinary hospital is looking for a full time 

RVT starting immediately. We offer competitive pay, benefits, and NO 

weekend shifts or after-hours on call.  

Contact us @ 337-788-0614 or crowleyvethosp@hotmail.com.   

Idexx catalyst and lasercyte for sale pick up contract or $15,000 obo. 

Hardly used, closed clinic due to economy, no need for anymore,  

excellent shape. Youngsville, La. 337-577-4087 (Dr. Landry) 
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Ritter M11 Ultraclave $500.00.. Crack on front does not affect opera-

tion. Needs minor servicing but definitely reparable. Can direct you to a 

company for repair. New models cost as much as $5000. Must pick up. 

318-869-2280 or see at The Cat Doctor, Shreveport 2900 Youree Drive. 

Animal Hospital of West Monroe is currently searching for an associate 

veterinarian for our fast paced small animal clinic. We practice high qual-

ity medicine and surgery with inhouse diagnostics, surgical monitoring, 

surgical laser, therapeutic laser, and digital radiography. Our local animal 

emergency clinic takes all after hour emergencies.  Interest in avian and 

pocket pet medicine a plus. Competitive salary and benefit package. 

Please send resume to jdavid308@yahoo.com. 

We have 2 new Abaxis Vetscan VS2 machines. Both in excellent  

condition. Upgraded to keep contract.  $2500/unit 

Also, we have an Electro-Jac 3 semen tester, $500, obo 

ghandidvm@gmail.com 

-Bowie Cavette Vet box: Fits Ford Ranger or similar truck. Great 

Shape, $2,500.00 OBO 

- Electrojack 3 bull tester. Automatic not manual. Great shape, new 

probe. $1000 OBO 

- Abaxis Vetscan VS2, great shape. $2500.00 

Dr. Shannon Gonsoulin 337-365-9060 

Family Health Insurance at Group Rates 

Group, Individual, Medicare Supplements, Dental 

Call or email for a free quote! 

Melvin Thomas- (318) 795-4924 

Melvin.thomas@bcbsla.com 

411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106 

Associate veterinarian needed for a mixed animal practice in Franklin, 

LA. Approximately 80% small, 20% large. Enjoy small town atmos-

phere with some of the best hunting and fishing you can find. Practice is 

associated with a group of 3 other mixed animal clinics. 4-day work 

week with on call 2 out of every 6 weekends.  Our clinic is equipped 

with in house diagnostics, digital x-ray and dental. We are looking for a 

motivated individual who is willing to help grow this practice. The loca-

tion is in a growing area with much potential. Compensation and benefit 

plan will commensurate with experience. Please send resumes/inquires 

to ghandidvm@gmail.com 

CLASSIFIED ADs  
 

All classified ads will be published at the following rate: 

Members:   First 50 words, Free. Every  

   word after is $0.75 per word. 

Non-Members:  $0.75 per word.  
 

Ads will run 2 consecutive months, and then be removed, unless the 

LVMA is notified you would like to continue to run your ad for an-

other 2 month run. You will be invoiced at the end of the first month 

during a 2 month period.  

Carson Veterinary Clinic is a progressive, 3-doctor practice located in 

Lafayette, LA. We are looking to add 1 and possibly 2 new associates. 

The ideal candidate must be a positive person/team player, be able to 

multi-task effectively, be detailed-oriented, have excellent communica-

tion skills & a willingness & ability to learn skills. 1 year of clinical 

experience is preferred but not required. The candidate would have 

string diagnostic skills, experience or a serious interest in learning about 

dentistry and/or surgery. Salary & benefits are commensurate w/ experi-

ence (e.g. Professional Dues, DEA license, paid vacation, paid sick 

leave, time off for CE, CE stipend, ect.) & will be discussed during the 

interview process. You must have a current LA license, or be eligible to 

apply for one. Currently, no on-call or emergency hours but will require 

rotating Saturdays from 8am-12pm. Interested parties send CV/Resume 

to jcarson@vetmail.lsu.edu.   

Associate veterinarian needed for busy, progressive small animal practice 

in Shreveport, LA. New graduates welcome. No emergency calls. Hospi-

tal equipment includes: surgical laser, therapy laser, Med Rx video 

scopes, digital x-rays, digital dental x-rays, ultrasound, Tonopen, in house 

Idexx Lab, and Cornerstone software. Contact: Gordon Calahan, DVM, 

South Shreveport Animal Hospital 1122 E. Bert Kouns, Shreveport, LA. 

71105; Call (318) 798-2400; Fax (318) 798-2403;  

E-mail: ssahvets@aol.com 

North Airline Animal Hospital is looking to hire a full-time associate 

veterinarian in a predominately small animal hospital in Bossier City, 

LA. We offer digital radiography, ultrasound, in-house laboratory, laser 

therapy, dental services, and soft tissue/orthopedic surgery. Our practice 

prdies itself on excellent patient care and client communication. Interest-

ed applicants can contact Dr. Honea at wmhoneadvmllc@gmail.com or 

318-747-1099 for position details. 



 

The Louisiana Veterinarian 
8550 United Plaza Blvd., Suite 1001 

Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

(800) 524-2996 or (225)928-LVMA 

Fax (225)408-4422 


